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Romans 15:14-16

14 | myself am convinced, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of
goodness, filled with knowledge and competent to instruct one another. 15 Yet | have
written you quite boldly on some points to remind you of them again, because of the
grace God gave me 16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the
priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an
offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

Charles Spurgeon once said in a sermon that “the way to stand is to grow; the way to be
steadfast is to go forward; and there is no standing except by progression.” This is one of
the most exciting parts of following Christ and walking in the Spirit. Those who have
learned the gospel must be eager to climb ever higher in understanding who God is,
what he has done, and what sort of glorious life he has designed for us. We never stop
learning. Personally, | can say that the more | know, the more | realize how little | know.
None of us have fully grasped the gospel quite yet! That's why a thriving church is one
that is always eager to keep learning and keep growing.

This also means that those of us who have roles of teaching, evangelizing, and
defending the gospel have an enormously important task. Paul was eager to remind the
Roman church of the center and details and implications of the gospel, for the sake of
their spiritual maturity—and his position as a teacher has passed down to many of our
leaders today. Guiding brothers and sisters into deeper knowledge is no small thing; in
fact, Paul goes as far as to call it a priest-like service before God. In prior days, priests
made sacrifices on the people’s behalf in order to glorify and please God. But now, the
“priestly” service of preachers and teachers brings a pleasing sacrifice before the King
by raising the church up into wiser, more loving, more Christlike people.



Let's not forget: God does the sanctifying. People’s lifelong growth into holiness comes
from the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Yet the Spirit has decided that he would do it
through human service. The priestly service of a generation of teachers proclaiming the
gospel for a generation of learners, who would then grow to proclaim it for the next
generation, is precisely how God works out his blessings into the world. A mightily
important task indeed! Every one of us, therefore, must always be excited to learn, and
to grow higher in transformative knowledge of the gospel. And every one of us must
likewise be ready to proclaim the good news we know to all those who will come after.
May it all be found pleasing in the sight of the Lord.

Pray With Me:

Lord God, thank you for graciously filling us with your goodness and wisdom. Give us
more. We have tasted and seen how beautiful it is to know the depth of the riches of
your love, and we yearn to bask in your goodness a thousand times more. Give us
wisdom, Lord. And empower us to share the wisdom you have given us with our
children, our church family, and anyone else who will listen. We pray this in your Son’s
holy name, Amen.

Our Saturday and Sunday devotionals are in the book of Romans. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us
as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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