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Romans 15:1-6

1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please
ourselves. 2 Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. 3
For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who
insult you have fallen on me.” 4 For everything that was written in the past was written to
teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement
they provide we might have hope.

5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of
mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice
you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

You see it on bracelets, bumper stickers, tattoos, just about everywhere: the little
acronym WWJD. “What would Jesus do?” It's a pretty simple principle that helps a lot of
believers out when they’re in situations that they don’t know how to handle. Just do the
thing that Jesus would do if he were in your shoes. Now, sometimes the principle has its
limits. We're not always great at knowing how Jesus would respond in our specific
modern circumstances. But it's at least a good reminder that whatever was most
fundamentally important to Jesus should be most important to us as well.

Here’s one thing that he definitely valued very highly: he loves us. In fact, he loves us to
the cross and back. He loves us so much that he was willing to do anything, and give up
everything, and forego every imaginable selfish desire, for the sake of our good. By
going to the cross and dying for our salvation, the very Son of God gave up his infinite
glory and took on all the humiliations of humanity. And this was the ultimate act of love,
because he valued our joy and flourishing more than his own comfort.

If this sort of self-sacrificial love is so central to who Christ is and what he cares about,
then we should likewise center ourselves around a kind of love that is self-sacrificial just



the same! We have Scripture to show us, in story after story, that true life is found in
laying ourselves down in order to build others up; and it is this love-fueled eternal life in
which we set our hope. Those who are unafraid to humble themselves will be exalted.

Our responsibility as believers is thus nothing short of loving one another. No quarrel we
may have with another believer is worth forsaking our love for them. Self-centeredness
always breaks the church down; but love strengthens it and builds it up, no matter the
personal cost. When love is foremost, the church thrives and prospers in glorious, godly
unity, and God is glorified. So may we all be willing to sacrifice whatever it takes for that
unity and glory to happen. After all, that's what Jesus would do.

Pray With Me:
Holy God, who has already given us great endurance and encouragement, give us unity
as well. Help each of us to live in harmony and peace with one another, according to

your Son’s example and his perfect will. May we then glorify you, Father, as one body
with one voice. In the name of Christ Jesus we pray, Amen.

Our Saturday and Sunday devotionals are in the book of Romans. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us
as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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