
 

August 21, 2026
Isaiah 43: 22-28

22 “Yet you have not called on me, Jacob,
  you have not wearied yourselves for me, Israel.
23 You have not brought me sheep for burnt offerings,
  nor honored me with your sacrifices.
I have not burdened you with grain offerings
  nor wearied you with demands for incense.
24 You have not bought any fragrant calamus for me,
  or lavished on me the fat of your sacrifices.
But you have burdened me with your sins
  and wearied me with your offenses.

25 “I, even I, am he who blots out
  your transgressions, for my own sake,
  and remembers your sins no more.
26 Review the past for me,
  let us argue the matter together;
  state the case for your innocence.
27 Your first father sinned;
  those I sent to teach you rebelled against me.
28 So I disgraced the dignitaries of your temple;
  I consigned Jacob to destruction
  and Israel to scorn.

New International Version (NIV)

Do you ever get “sick and tired”? What makes you that way? When I was
young, I heard this expression a lot. When somebody reached their wit’s end,
they announced summarily: “I am sick and tired of this.” Even the comedians
used the expression to make us laugh at ourselves.  



        
Can you imagine being “sick and tired” of God? Do you think God ever feels
“sick and tired” of something? God begins by indicting Israel for getting sick
and tired of worship.  “I did not burden you” God says. In effect, God reminds
them, “I was not trying to wear you out.” God was not tired of Israel’s
worship. But he was tired of worship that only went through the
motions. Their sins and offenses burdened God.  
        
How did God respond with his people who were never tired of sin? God lets
them know he is the One who blots out their sins. He does it for his own sake
and remembers their sins no more. I remember a story about a young woman
who said God spoke to her in visions. When she told her Pastor, he
remembered a sin he had committed long before and told her to ask the Lord
about that sin. He was trying to ascertain whether her visions were real. The
next time they talked, she said she had seen Jesus and asked him about the
Pastor’s sin. “What did he say?” asked the Pastor. “He said he has forgotten,”
she explained.”

Graciously, God invites Israel to state their case. They followed in the
example of their first father by choosing sin. God disciplined Israel for their
sin, starting with their leaders.   
        
While we are getting sick and tired these days, we could become sick and
tired of sin. It does not wear well or stand the test of time. I remember an
evangelist saying years ago, “Sin is fun for a while.” A fellow young preacher,
who in his estimation had experienced more sin than I told me, “Don’t tell
people sin is not fun. But tell them that it will not end well.” He seemed to
believe what he was saying. Do we?

Pray with me:

Father, your desires for us and discipline in our lives are not onerous. You
discipline those you love. Thank you for disciplining your own children for our
good to produce a harvest of righteousness. Make us tired of sin God. Give
us a glimpse of where it leads, so that we may turn in time to avoid the
pain. Thank you for blotting out our sins and remembering them no more. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us

as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan

https://files.constantcontact.com/95091a6f901/7e502ba6-1b4a-412e-9bc1-1bc713b038a7.pdf?rdr=true
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