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Isaiah 43: 1-7

But now, this is what the Lord says—
he who created you, Jacob,
he who formed you, Israel:
“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
2 When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers,
they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,
you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.
3 For | am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;
I give Egypt for your ransom,
Cush[a] and Seba in your stead.
4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight,
and because I love you,
I will give people in exchange for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
5 Do not be afraid, for | am with you;
I will bring your children from the east
and gather you from the west.
6 | will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’
Bring my sons from afar
and my daughters from the ends of the earth—
7 everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom | formed and made.”



Years ago, an inventor proposed a watch with a simple one-word message on
the face: “NOW.” A broken clock is accurate twice a day, but this watch would
always be accurate because whatever time it is, it is always now. They are
still available on Amazon.

In God’s great story, the worst things are not the last things. We saw
yesterday that he gave his people over to captivity because of their willful
blindness and selective deafness. Even in judgment they did not take it to
heart. But God was not finished.

A new chapter offers hope. “But now . . .” God is still speaking to his

people. The same God who created them and their ancestors takes away
their fear. Why should we not be afraid of the future? God has redeemed us,
summoned us by name, and called us his very own. We may pass through
water, cross rivers and walk through fire, but we will never walk alone. God is
with us.

How does God feel about his people? We are precious and honored in his
sight. He loves us. God promises to bring his people home to himself from
every direction. We trust the God who brings the people called by his name
home because he created us for his glory.

So what will we do for God, with God, now? We can’t dwell in the past with its
regrets. Nor can we live in the unknown future. Let’s return to him with open
eyes and ears. Someone said, “Late is better than never.” True. But late is
never as good as NOW. And it is always now.

Pray with me:

Father, today is the day of salvation. Now is the acceptable time. You have
redeemed us, summoned us by name, and made us your very own. Write
your name in a monogram on our hearts today so that everyone who knows
us will know that now we belong to you! Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us
as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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