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Romans 13:1-7

1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except
that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by
God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God
has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold
no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from
fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the
one in authority is God'’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers
do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God'’s servants, agents of wrath to bring
punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities,
not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 6 This is
also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to
governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if
revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

Talking about politics scares me. Call it prudence or call it cowardice, but I'm not going to
ask you how you feel about all the chaos on the news, who's corrupt, to what extent,
yada yada... that always seems to just lead to hating one another! Some of us are
probably revolted at the idea of submitting to this government, while others of us
probably welcome it. But | suspect that either you hate this administration or you'll hate
the next one. So either way, all of us get to grapple with the biblical command to be
subject to our government, apparently no matter what.

It should come as no surprise that our thinking about worldly authorities should be rooted
in our thinking about God. Our Lord is sovereign over all the world’s dealings. Every
government official is there because God put them there. And even when corruption
exists, and leaders abuse their power for evil purposes, we can still trust that God’s
sovereign will is going to be done in the end.



In fact, the very purpose of worldly governments—a purpose God himself instituted—is
to enforce God'’s righteousness. Even if they can't get all of it quite right, they still write
and enforce laws to try to capture, to the best extent they can, a facet of the moral
perfection God demands. So we should praise the Lord when our governments reward
holiness and punish wickedness, because that’s his justice in action.

Given this divine purpose, Paul’s instruction to us makes sense. Respect our
government, especially insofar as it promotes righteousness and order. But when it
doesn't, obey the righteousness and order of God anyway. Either way, it's obedience to
God! When prayer to Yahweh was outlawed in Babylon, Daniel prayed anyway and
faced the consequences. When the high priest forbade Peter and John from teaching
about Jesus, they replied, “We must obey God rather than men.” And yet, whenever the
laws of the world were not directly contradicting the law of God, the people of God have
remained upstanding citizens under the powers God had set in place.

The question of whether to support ungodly actions by the government will always be
contentious and largely case-by-case. But the point is to at least humble ourselves
before all the good things our leaders do. We trust worldly authorities and obey righteous
laws simply because we trust God’s authority and obey his laws. And in all things, we
obey our sovereign Lord whom we love and trust entirely.

Pray With Me:

Sovereign Lord, we thank you for the leaders you have set over us. We pray that they
would follow your will and lead with wisdom, love, and holiness. And we likewise pray
that you would humble us and make us obedient to everyone you have set as
representatives of your goodness. Your kingdom come, and your will be done. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

Our Saturday and Sunday devotionals are in the book of Romans. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us
as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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