
 

July 27, 2026
The word Sabbath means to cease. So as Dr. Brooks is away on sabbatical, we

will be using his original devotionals from 2012 on the
﻿Sermon on the Mount.

He will resume writing devotionals on Isaiah upon his return at the beginning of
August. Thank you for reading with us and praying for him as he replenishes his

soul for the next seven years of ministry.

Matthew 6: 12

12 And forgive us our debts,
  as we also have forgiven our debtors.

New International Version (NIV)

As much as we need bread we need forgiveness. We ask every time we pray
because we sin so often. Our thoughts, words and actions betray our
rebellion against God. God does not owe us. But we owe God. Forgive
means to release. God release us from our debts. We are in community,
aren’t we? In the temple, Isaiah saw not only his own sin, “I am a man of
unclean lips . . .,” but also the sins of his fellow citizens, “I live among a
people of unclean lips.”  Forgive us . . .
        
Forgive us as we also have forgiven our debtors. There are two huge words
in this second half of the verse. The first gigantic word is “as.” It means “in the
same way,” or “just as much.”  If we pray this prayer and do not forgive those
who owe us we are praying a curse on ourselves. If I don’t forgive and pray
this disciples’ prayer I am literally asking God not to forgive me. “Forgive us
the same way we forgive . . .” We must either forgive or forsake this prayer. It
leaves us no alternative.
        



The second big word is “have.” It is past tense. Before I ask God for
forgiveness I need to have already forgiven the person who owes me. Our
best hope of reconciliation with God is to live like those whom he has
reconciled to himself. Who needs your forgiveness today? Will you give
it? Miroslav Volf tells a powerful story about the loss of his older brother
Daniel when Miroslav was an infant. His four year old brother had wandered
out of the house to go down to the soldiers. They put him up on a wagon to
take him for a ride. In a tragic accident he was crushed. And Aunt Milica was
supposed to be watching him. She should have never let it happen. But
Miroslav said he never knew that Aunt Milica was to blame. Because his
parents had already forgiven her and never spoke about it as he grew up. In
Volf’s words, “My parents practiced their Christianity.” May we do likewise
today!

Pray with me:

Father, today someone will mistreat me or misunderstand me. It may be
someone at work or in the neighborhood. It might be a fellow church
member. Or it could be one of my family members. Lord help me to forgive
them so that when I pray this prayer, I actually find the forgiveness you long
to give to me. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us

as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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