
 

July 9, 2026
The word Sabbath means to cease. So as Dr. Brooks is away on sabbatical, we

will be using his original devotionals from 2012 on the
﻿Sermon on the Mount.

He will resume writing devotionals on Isaiah upon his return at the beginning of
August. Thank you for reading with us and praying for him as he replenishes his

soul for the next seven years of ministry.

Matthew 5: 29-30

29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It
is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be
thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your
whole body to go into hell.

New International Version (NIV)

Years ago I went to my family’s home church in Missouri to preach. The
“Minister of Sound,” who ran the tape ministry, asked me the title of my
message. I jokingly said, “I’m preaching on sin. And I’m against it.” To this day
I have a copy of that cassette with the title: “On sin. Against it.” It is good to
be against sin - God is! As Jesus takes on the subject of adultery, he calls
upon his disciples to stand against it by taking extreme action.   
Jesus tells us to gouge out our right eye or cut off our right hand rather than
stumble into sin. Was Jesus literally teaching these extreme actions. We
believe not. But he was saying, “Whatever you have to do to avoid sin, do
it. Even if it is painful do it.” And why? Because the pain of continuing in sin is
even greater. Sin leads to judgment. So if you had to lose something valuable
to give up sin and avoid hell, it would certainly be worth it.  
How are we to apply this? Some cannot afford to have so-called premium
networks on their television. For those who struggle with lust, unlimited



access to the internet without accountability is a bad idea. One might put the
computer in such a visible place that it would be harder for family members to
have private access to it. Years ago, a good friend who was tempted to
adultery literally sold part of his company to distance himself from a
relationship which might have led him into trouble. Listen to Jesus: Avoid sin
at all costs. Because the cost of separation from God is too high for us to
afford.

Pray with me:

Father, show me the potential pitfalls and temptations which might lead my
heart away from you. I confess attitudes and actions which harm my
relationship with you and my loved ones. Help me to love you so much that
the temptations of this world pale by comparison. For Jesus’ sake we
pray. Amen.  

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us

as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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