
 

June 24, 2026
The word Sabbath means to cease. So as Dr. Brooks is away on sabbatical, we

will be using his original devotionals from 2012 on the
﻿Sermon on the Mount.

He will resume writing devotionals on Isaiah upon his return at the beginning of
August. Thank you for reading with us and praying for him as he replenishes his

soul for the next seven years of ministry.

Matthew 5: 9

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
    for they will be called children of God.

New International Version (NIV)

Rick was the volunteer student minister at Highland Baptist in Great Falls,
Montana when I was in high school. With a religion degree from a Baptist
University, he had planned to preach. To repay his ROTC obligation he spent
six years as an officer in the Air Force. His day job was unusual to say the
least. He was what they called, a “missile jockey.” His job was to turn the
keys to launch a nuclear missile if we went to war. Reportedly one of the
missiles had the word “Peacemaker” painted on it. Having lived through the
cold war, we can affirm that a policy of peace through strength ultimately
hastened the end of the arms race. Still, I think Jesus meant more when he
said, “Happy are the ones who make peace.”
Tallowood’s former pastor Russell Dilday makes a helpful distinction between
being a peace keeper and a peace maker. Peace keepers only have to
support the status quo of peace. But peace makers pay a higher price. Jesus
purchased our peace at the exorbitant cost of his own life. The God who
made us made peace. So when we actively wage peace with others we
resemble our heavenly Father. When we sacrifice our own desires to live at
peace with others, we follow in the beautiful footsteps of Jesus. Who is at war



with you? As far as it depends on you, make peace. Live as a child of
God! We are most like the Son of God when we make peace between people
and God and between people and people. By making peace we confirm our
relationship with God, and we claim God’s promise of blessing and
happiness!

Pray with me the prayer of Francis of Assisi:

Lord make me an instrument of your peace! 
Where there is hatred let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light
Where there is sadness, joy.
Oh Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled as to console;
To be understood, as to understand;
To be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
It is in dying that we are born to eternal life!  
In the name of Jesus the Prince of peace we pray. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us

as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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