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Romans 10:1-4

1 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they
may be saved. 2 For | can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal
is not based on knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the righteousness of God and
sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God'’s righteousness. 4 Christ is the
culmination of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.

A couple years ago, Pope Francis went on a talk show and said, rather controversially,
that he hoped in his heart that Hell is empty. This drew a lot of backlash, considering his
hope is sadly wrong, and yet | can’t help but share his sentiment. Our hearts should
grieve for all those who don’t know Jesus and yearn for them to come to salvation.
That's just a part of loving those who are made in the image of God. No matter how
robust our understanding is of predestination, we who believe also have a deep desire to
see many other people believe—just as the apostle Paul did.

Why do nonbelievers not believe? There are a lot of factors that could be involved.
Sometimes it's loving a sinful life too much; sometimes it's just carelessness; sometimes
it's a bad experience with hypocritical Christians. But | think one of the most prominent
reasons for unbelief today, especially in America, is a lack of knowledge of the gospel.
People know the classic Bible stories, and they know the little catchy phrases like “Jesus
loves you,” but many don’t know why these matter because there’s a severe lack of
understanding of the beauty of the gospel. If you truly knew the gospel in all its
complexities, you’'d recognize it as the happiest truth in the world!

| think this modern problem resembles the issue in Paul saw in his day. Many of the
Jews were “religious” but were actually far from God, because they didn’t know the truth
of Christ Jesus. That truth is this: Christ is the one way to God. He is the culmination of
the entire Law of Moses with all its righteous demands. Through him and him alone, all



people may be restored to righteousness before the Father. All religion finds its finish line
in Christ.

This gospel truth spells out salvation for all who believe in it. And that's why we
evangelize, teach, and disciple other people, so that many more may truly grasp the
beauty of the gospel truth of Christ Jesus and be saved. If we love others, we want their
best; and if we want their best, we want them to know the risen Christ. So proclaim and
teach the gospel zealously, and do the work now of emptying out the gates of Hell!

Pray With Me:

Father, we grieve deeply for the countless people who do not know you. Send us out.
Let us be your hands and feet for the work of directing people toward the light of your
Son Jesus, from whom is every bit of righteousness we can claim. And keep us tightly
knit to your gospel truth so that we may not presume to have righteousness from
anywhere else. In your Son’s name we pray, Amen.

Our Saturday and Sunday devotionals are in the book of Romans. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us
as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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