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Isaiah 36: 1-10

In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah'’s reign, Sennacherib king of Assyria
attacked all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 2 Then the king of
Assyria sent his field commander with a large army from Lachish to King
Hezekiah at Jerusalem. When the commander stopped at the aqueduct of the
Upper Pool, on the road to the Launderer’s Field, 3 Eliakim son of Hilkiah the
palace administrator, Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of Asaph the
recorder went out to him.

4 The field commander said to them, “Tell Hezekiah:

“This is what the great king, the king of Assyria, says: On what are you
basing this confidence of yours? 5 You say you have counsel and might for
war—but you speak only empty words. On whom are you depending, that
you rebel against me? 6 Look, | know you are depending on Egypt, that
splintered reed of a staff, which pierces the hand of anyone who leans on it!
Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who depend on him. 7 But if you say to
me, “We are depending on the Lord our God”—isn’t he the one whose high
places and altars Hezekiah removed, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, “You
must worship before this altar’?

8 “Come now, make a bargain with my master, the king of Assyria: | will give
you two thousand horses—if you can put riders on them! 9 How then can you
repulse one officer of the least of my master’s officials, even though you are
depending on Egypt for chariots and horsemen[a]? 10 Furthermore, have |
come to attack and destroy this land without the Lord? The Lord himself told
me to march against this country and destroy it.””



Have you ever found yourself in an impossible situation? You looked at your
ability and compared it to the challenge before you and thought, “I have no
chance.” Asymmetrical warfare is in the news. A smaller country with fewer
resources uses advances in inexpensive technology to gain leverage over a
superior army in a battle. On paper, Ukraine has no chance against

Russia. But in reality, Ukraine seems to be winning the war. This has
surprised many people.

Israel had no apparent chance against the great army of
Assyria. Sennacherib, King of Assyria, sent his field commander to frighten
Israel. You can hear his bravado. “Our King is the great king. Listen to what

he says: ‘Egypt will not save you. Neither will the Lord.

The field commander didn’'t understand Israel’s faith. Hezekiah had torn down
the idol altars on the high places. But the Assyrian general thought Hezekiah
had torn down the Lord’s temple. He observed Assyria’s military superiority
and then rashly said, “The Lord himself told me to march against your country
and destroy it.”

Hezekiah was a good King who sought the Lord. He had torn down the altars
of false worship on the high places to please the Lord. Now he found himself
in utter dependence on the Lord. He would have to win by asymmetrical
warfare against the mighty army of Assyria. But it turned out it wasn’t a fair
fight. Israel had the Lord on their side. This meant Assyria did not have a
chance.

When God wants to do something impossible, he often takes an impossible
person and empowers them. Israel learned what we must learn. The battle is
always the Lord’s. The real asymmetry occurs when an impressive army
thinks it can ignore, misrepresent, or underestimate the power of

God. Assyria would learn the hard way.

J. B. Tidwell once calculated: 1 + God is a majority. This math still works. If
the Lord were not on our side, we could never win. If we align ourselves with
his will and power, all things are possible.

Pray with me:

Father, you alone know the challenges we will face this week. When we find
ourselves in a difficult situation, remind us that your power is greater than any



power we face in this world. Since you are for us, who can be against us. We
trust you Lord. We thank you Lord. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us
as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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