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Romans 8:31-34

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will
he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge
against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one
who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life
—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

Imagine knowing how it's all going to turn out. Imagine going into the challenging life
season full of uncertainty and anxiety, terrified of all that could destroy you, but having a
time traveler spoil the ending for you: you’re going to come out of it triumphant. Just how
boldly and confidently would you then face the trial? Wouldn't you take every hit with
unfazed excitement and wait expectantly for the success that you know is sure to come?
Wouldn't every crippling fear seem laughable if you knew how the story ends?

This is the wonderful situation of everyone whose life belongs to the Holy Spirit. Every
religious system in the world, even secular cultural norms, has to direct people how to
stay on top of things since they might otherwise mess it all up. But we know how the
story ends, and we can never overpower God’s plan. Every person who has the Spirit—
whom the Spirit is uniting to Christ, sanctifying, and freeing from the shackles of fleshly
desire—can know without a shadow of a doubt that he will finish the process and bring
them to final salvation. We have an assurance of salvation that nothing else in the world
can offer.

In Christ, there is no longer any condemnation awaiting us. We have been declared
righteous by an authoritative judge whose verdict can never be overturned. This means
that, even as we struggle with sin in this age, no amount of failure can ever lose us our
status with God, or make him disappointed in us! We are justified not because of our



daily actions, but because of a single action that has already happened—completed and
engraved in eternal stone. The finished work of Christ Jesus justifies us; our records of
sin are white as snow and can never be re-tarnished.

This is the central beauty of the gospel that sets our faith apart from every other belief in
the world: God has done it. The work of our salvation is already completely complete.
Both the value of our present and the hope of our future depend not on what we or
anyone else do, but what God has already finished. We know how the story ends! What
worldly enemy or evil can squash our confidence? We can live boldly and joyfully now,
because in Christ’s finished work, we have total confidence that every eternally glorious
blessing from God will surely be ours!

Pray With Me:

Lord God, who in the world can ever come against us? We know and trust that you are
for us and have already given us everything we could possibly need. Thank you for the
confidence we have in our salvation. Help us to fully recognize the extent of your grace,

and help us to worship you all the more. In the name of your resurrected Son Jesus,
Amen.

Our Saturday and Sunday devotionals are in the book of Romans. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us
as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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