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Isaiah 32:3-8

3 Then the eyes of those who see will no longer be closed,
and the ears of those who hear will listen.
4 The fearful heart will know and understand,
and the stammering tongue will be fluent and clear.
5 No longer will the fool be called noble
nor the scoundrel be highly respected.
6 For fools speak folly,
their hearts are bent on evil:
They practice ungodliness
and spread error concerning the Lord;
the hungry they leave empty
and from the thirsty they withhold water.
7 Scoundrels use wicked methods,
they make up evil schemes
to destroy the poor with lies,
even when the plea of the needy is just.
8 But the noble make noble plans,
and by noble deeds they stand.

New International Version (NIV)

Not all are noble. Reading great books in my youth, | sojourned with Dumas,
Dickens, and Hugo. These writers revealed the best and worst of
humanity. Looking at the world around me, | could not always discern who



was good and who was bad. It is still difficult sometimes because most of us
are mixed in our motives. Even our best leaders sometimes disappoint

us. When | found out about mistakes leaders made, | didn’t want to believe
they had actually done the things of which they had been accused.

We still long to be ruled righteously. How will we know the good and just
leader? In his Lord of the Rings trilogy, J. R. R. Tolkien said the rightful king
would be identified because he had “healing in his hands.” Aragorn fulfilled
the prophecy. The people of Israel hoped for such a King, too.

Long before Tolkien wrote those words, Isaiah wrote about a righteous King
who would open the eyes of the blind and ears of those who listened. The
rule of the King would cause the fearful to understand and the stammering
tongue to speak fluently and clearly.

Through this King's reign, things would be set right. Fools would no longer be
called noble, the hungry would be fed, scoundrels who oppressed the poor
would be revealed for what they were. Best of all the noble would be
identified by the way their noble plans resulted in noble deeds. Which King of
Israel did that? None in the long narratives of Samuel, Kings, or Chronicles
met this definition.

Jesus fulfills this prophecy. Our once and future King spent three years
setting things right. He healed the blind and deaf and gave speech to those
who were mute. Jesus cared for the materially and spiritually poor offering
them life. Transforming hearts, Jesus changed bad people into better

people. Jesus, alone, fulfills our longing for a just Ruler. He has healing in his
hands, and in his kingdom, the trees will have leaves that bring healing to the
nations. We hope for that day.

Pray With Me:

Father, you see our longing to be led by someone who is righteous. Give us a
clear vision of Jesus today. Help us to look full in his wonderful face. Let the
things of this earth grow dim in the light of Christ’s glory and grace. We pray
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us
as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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