
 

April 24, 2026
Isaiah 30: 19-22﻿
19 People of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no more. How gracious he will
be when you cry for help! As soon as he hears, he will answer you. 20 Although the Lord
gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your teachers will be hidden
no more; with your own eyes you will see them. 21 Whether you turn to the right or to the
left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.” 22 Then
you will desecrate your idols overlaid with silver and your images covered with gold; you
will throw them away like a menstrual cloth and say to them, “Away with you!”

New International Version (NIV)

God has sent mentors into my life. I wasn’t looking for them, as far as I know. But the
Lord sent the right ones at the right time. None of them told me how or what to preach,
as far as I can recall. But they prayed with me and for me. They all prayed. The Lord
knew I needed that most of all.

Isaiah urged the people of Israel who had been weeping to pray. God promised to
answer. He allowed adversity in their lives, but he also sent advocates to teach
them. Wherever they went, God would clearly direct their steps. In response, they would
turn from their idols back to God. 

Warren Mingledorff was one of my mentor/advocates. One Sunday morning, he and his
wife walked into our church out in the country. He had recently retired as a pastor in the
Church of the Nazarene. Then they had bought a small farm. I could see their house
from the church. He offered to come and pray with me on Fridays. Then he began to
pray a pastoral prayer in our worship services. His prayers were rich and gracious from
years of walking with the Lord. He was the first to highlight this passage for me. Every
Friday, somewhere in his prayer, he prayed, “Let Duane hear a voice over his shoulder



saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it.’” As far as I can tell, God has answered Warren’s
prayer for me. Right on time, God has shown me the way to go.

S. D. Gordon was right: “The greatest thing anyone can do for God and man is pray. It is
not the only thing; but it is the chief thing. The great people of the earth today are the
people who pray. I do not mean those who talk about prayer; not those who can explain
about prayer; but I mean those people who take time and pray.” I will be one of those
people. Will you? Today?

Pray With Me:

Father, thank you for promising to hear us and answer us. You have sent others to
encourage and teach us. Our lives are better because we knew them. We need your
wisdom and direction today. Above all the noise may we hear the still small voice of your
Spirit showing us the way to walk. Then help us to walk in that way. We renounce our
idols and return to you. Awaken us, we pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us

as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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