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Isaiah 26: 16 - 19

16 Lord, they came to you in their distress;
when you disciplined them,
they could barely whisper a prayer.
17 As a pregnant woman about to give birth
writhes and cries out in her pain,
SO were we in your presence, Lord.
18 We were with child, we writhed in labor,
but we gave birth to wind.
We have not brought salvation to the earth,
and the people of the world have not come to life.

19 But your dead will live, Lord;
their bodies will rise—
let those who dwell in the dust
wake up and shout for joy—
your dew is like the dew of the morning;

the earth will give birth to her dead.

New International Version (NIV)

What happens after we die? One of my atheist friends says nothing happens after we
die. Our bodies decompose. This is his view. | just spoke with a friend whose father
passed away tragically. Death comes for all of us at some point. What hope do we
have? In this holy week, we hold on to hope for life after death.

The Old Testament does not say much about resurrection. This may surprise some, but
there are very few passages that point to resurrection. This is one of them. Isaiah has



shown the despair of death in the preceding verses. “They are now dead, they live no
more, their spirits do not rise . . .” (26:14). We do not deny the awful reality of death. But
death does not get the final word.

Remember in the previous chapter, Isaiah prophesied the destruction of death itself
(25:7-8). God will swallow up death forever. Now after God’s people have been
disciplined, they give up hope. Their labor pangs have produced nothing. Then this
poignant prayer: “But your dead will live, Lord, their bodies will rise, wake up and shout
for joy. The earth will give birth to her dead” (26:19) These words astonish us. Isaiah
looked forward to the resurrection of the dead.

So should we! My friend prayed for the salvation of her dad as he suffered in the
hospital. Then when all hope seemed to be gone, he awakened in the presence of a
chaplain, prayed the Lord’s prayer and confessed his sins. He turned to Jesus in the
presence of his family, in answer to the prayers of God’s people. Shortly later, he passed
away and entered into the presence of the heavenly Father. Just as Jesus’ body came to
life, so someday will his body when Christ returns. This is our hope. We do not deny the
awful reality of death. Nor do we deny the awesome power of the resurrection.

Pray With Me:

Heavenly Father, we pray today in the name of the One who is the Resurrection and the
Life. Death steals our best loved ones, but it has no room for pride. Because of Jesus’
victory over death in the resurrection, we trust that someday death will die and be no
more. Fill us with hope through your powerful promises. Thank you for glimpses of glory
hundreds of years before Christ was born. Let the power of life triumph over death in
our hearts and lives today, through Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals
as we learn together about our God and his Kingdom in the world. We also invite you to join us
as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist
Church, or download your copy here: 2026 Bible Reading Plan
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