
March 24, 2026

Beginning April 1, we will transition to a new email provider for our Daily Devotional.  As a result of this
change, you will need to resubscribe to continue receiving these emails.

Thank you for helping us transition smoothly!

Resubscribe on the new platform here!

Isaiah 24

 

 See, the Lord is going to lay waste the earth

    and devastate it;

he will ruin its face

    and scatter its inhabitants—

2 it will be the same

    for priest as for people,

    for the master as for his servant,

    for the mistress as for her servant,

    for seller as for buyer,

    for borrower as for lender,

    for debtor as for creditor.

3 The earth will be completely laid waste

    and totally plundered.

The Lord has spoken this word.

4 The earth dries up and withers,

    the world languishes and withers,

    the heavens languish with the earth.

5 The earth is defiled by its people;

    they have disobeyed the laws,
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violated the statutes

    and broken the everlasting covenant.

6 Therefore a curse consumes the earth;

    its people must bear their guilt.

Therefore earth’s inhabitants are burned up,

    and very few are left.

7 The new wine dries up and the vine withers;

    all the merrymakers groan.

8 The joyful timbrels are stilled,

    the noise of the revelers has stopped,

    the joyful harp is silent.

9 No longer do they drink wine with a song;

    the beer is bitter to its drinkers.

10 The ruined city lies desolate;

    the entrance to every house is barred.

11 In the streets they cry out for wine;

    all joy turns to gloom,

    all joyful sounds are banished from the earth.

12 The city is left in ruins,

    its gate is battered to pieces.

13 So will it be on the earth

    and among the nations,

as when an olive tree is beaten,

    or as when gleanings are left after the grape harvest.

14 They raise their voices, they shout for joy;

    from the west they acclaim the Lord’s majesty.

15 Therefore in the east give glory to the Lord;

    exalt the name of the Lord, the God of Israel,

    in the islands of the sea.

16 From the ends of the earth we hear singing:

    “Glory to the Righteous One.”

But I said, “I waste away, I waste away!

    Woe to me!

The treacherous betray!

    With treachery the treacherous betray!”

17 Terror and pit and snare await you,

    people of the earth.



18 Whoever flees at the sound of terror

    will fall into a pit;

whoever climbs out of the pit

    will be caught in a snare.

The floodgates of the heavens are opened,

    the foundations of the earth shake.

19 The earth is broken up,

    the earth is split asunder,

    the earth is violently shaken.

20 The earth reels like a drunkard,

    it sways like a hut in the wind; 

so heavy upon it is the guilt of its rebellion

    that it falls—never to rise again.

21 In that day the Lord will punish

    the powers in the heavens above

    and the kings on the earth below.

22 They will be herded together

    like prisoners bound in a dungeon;

they will be shut up in prison

    and be punished after many days.

23 The moon will be dismayed,

    the sun ashamed;

for the Lord Almighty will reign

    on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem,

    and before its elders—with great glory.

 

New International Version (NIV)

“This is my Father’s world . . .” Yesterday morning, I saw an owl in the woods. It flew and perched to watch me walk by. I
watched it watch me trying to be nonchalant about it. Today I saw a hawk catch a snake and fly away. What an amazing world
we live in. The beautiful green leaves reflect the Father’s glory. Trees which looked like lost causes are coming to life again.
The pattern of death coming to life is all around us. What is to become of this world?
              
Scenes from the battles in our world echo the words, “The broken world is bleeding . . .”  In some places, death is much more
visible than life. In his four-chapter apocalypse, Isaiah shows us that the old world will pass away before the new world comes
(24:1-3). In this chapter, he captures the paradox of God’s people worshiping while the broken world crumbles all around us.
People glorify God while the prophet wastes away (24:14-16). But the Lord Almighty will reign on Mount Zion. Someone will
connect this with the events in Israel today. But God is not reigning on Mount Zion today. His chosen method of renewal is not to
be found in our arsenals.



              
What is God doing while so many in our world languish? A fallen world must be refashioned. Evil will be punished. Powers in
heaven and on earth will be held accountable by a higher judge. Even the moon and sun will hide. This happened when Christ
was crucified. As the hymn says, “Well might the sun in darkness hide when Christ the mighty Maker died for man the
creature’s sin.” God is working in the world through the gospel, making people new as they believe. This is the way God is
working in our world, transcending the plans of the evil in our world.
 
At the Telugu Christian Fellowship this weekend, a young man read from the last book of the New Testament and gave his
scripture reference as “Revolution.” Revelation does predict a revolution. In John’s Apocalypse (Revelation 21:5), we learn that
a voice from the throne says, “I am making all things new.” When God comes to his earth again, there will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain. The earth will be made new. The Holy City of Jerusalem will descend to the earth and we will reign
with Christ forever. Glory will shine. And all God’s people will know and sing, “This is my Father’s world,” as we are no longer
wasting away.
 

Pray with me: 
Father, you are worthy of it all. You are so worth it. Saints and angels bow before you as all creation groans. You are worthy of it
all! For from you are all things and to you are all things, and you deserve the glory. Thank you for glimpses of glory in this world.
We wait for you Lord Jesus. Come quickly. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals as we learn together about our God and his
Kingdom in the world.  

We also invite you to join us as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist Church, or
download your copy here:

 
2026 Bible Reading Plan
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