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March 23, 2026

Beginning April 1, we will transition to a new email provider for our Daily Devotional. As a result of this
change, you will need to resubscribe to continue receiving these emails.

Thank you for helping us transition smoothly!

Resubscribe on the new platform here!

Isaiah 23:1-18

A prophecy against Tyre:
Wail, you ships of Tarshish!
For Tyre is destroyed
and left without house or harbor.
From the land of Cyprus
word has come to them.
2 Be silent, you people of the island
and you merchants of Sidon,
whom the seafarers have enriched.
3 On the great waters
came the grain of the Shihor;
the harvest of the Nile[a] was the revenue of Tyre,
and she became the marketplace of the nations.
4 Be ashamed, Sidon, and you fortress of the sea,
for the sea has spoken:
“I have neither been in labor nor given birth;
| have neither reared sons nor brought up daughters.”
5 When word comes to Egypt,

they will be in anguish at the report from Tyre.
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6 Cross over to Tarshish;
wail, you people of the island.
7 Is this your city of revelry,
the old, old city,
whose feet have taken her
to settle in far-off lands?
8 Who planned this against Tyre,
the bestower of crowns,
whose merchants are princes,
whose traders are renowned in the earth?
9 The Lord Almighty planned it
to bring down her pride in all her splendor
and to humble all who are renowned on the earth.
10 Till your land as they do along the Nile,
Daughter Tarshish,
for you no longer have a harbor.
11 The Lord has stretched out his hand over the sea
and made its kingdoms tremble.
He has given an order concerning Phoenicia
that her fortresses be destroyed.
12 He said, “No more of your reveling,
Virgin Daughter Sidon, now crushed!
“Up, cross over to Cyprus;
even there you will find no rest.”
13 Look at the land of the Babylonians,[c]
this people that is now of no account!
The Assyrians have made it
a place for desert creatures;
they raised up their siege towers,
they stripped its fortresses bare
and turned it into a ruin.
14 Wail, you ships of Tarshish;
your fortress is destroyed!
15 At that time Tyre will be forgotten for seventy years, the span of a king’s life. But at the end of these seventy years, it will
happen to Tyre as in the song of the prostitute:
16 “Take up a harp, walk through the city,

you forgotten prostitute;
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play the harp well, sing many a song,
so that you will be remembered.”
17 At the end of seventy years, the Lord will deal with Tyre. She will return to her lucrative prostitution and will ply her trade with
all the kingdoms on the face of the earth. 18 Yet her profit and her earnings will be set apart for the Lord; they will not be stored

up or hoarded. Her profits will go to those who live before the Lord, for abundant food and fine clothes.

New International Version (NIV)

What will become of the nations in our world? We read about war in Iran, the Gulf States, and Lebanon. Ukraine and Russia
continue in a cataclysmic conflict. We may feel removed from the nations, but what would God say to the world today? Wealthy
nations have been reduced to rubble through war. Some of the places and things destroyed will take five years to rebuild. Other
parts look like they will never be built back.

Isaiah pronounced judgment on the nations of his day, starting with Babylon, the easternmost civilization and culminating with
the westernmost, Tyre. In order, Isaiah has said, the glory of the nations is nothing (chapters 13-14), the scheming of the
nations is nothing (chapters 14-18), the wisdom of the nations is nothing (chapters 19-20), the vision of the nations is nothing
(chapters 21-22), and now in chapter 23 he says, the wealth of the nations is nothing.

The ancient city of Tyre was powerful in trade. Isn’t it interesting that this city is part of modern-day Lebanon? With mountains
on one side and the sea on the other, it is one of the most beautiful places in the world. We have dear friends and church
members whose ancestors came from Lebanon. It is a picturesque place, but it has been subject to the military whims of the
Hezbollah, puppets of Iran. After years of Hezbollah attacking Israel, Israel is fighting back. Nobody knows what the outcome
will be, but the leader of Lebanon has asked for territorial integrity to be respected. We pray for peace there and throughout the
world. May lives be saved and the wars end.

Isaiah’s words remind us that centuries and millennia pass, but some of the world’s hotspots remain the same. Tyre is the last
in Isaiah’s roll call of nations. He envisions a day when the wealth of Lebanon will flow into Israel. Little Israel’s big God is the
Lord of all the earth. Sooner or later, every knee will bow in heaven and on earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord.

After a recent service, remembering how Eric Liddell won the race of life by surrendering absolutely to God, we sang these
words:

“Jesus shall reign where'er the sun

does its successive journeys run,

his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,

till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To him shall endless prayer be made,

and praises throng to crown his head.

His name like sweet perfume shall rise

with every morning sacrifice.

People and realms of every tongue

dwell on his love with sweetest song,

and infant voices shall proclaim

their early blessings on his name.”
This is what will happen to the nations. Jesus will reign over every tribe, tongue, and nation in his eternal Kingdom. This is the
world’s destiny. By faith, we become part of that kingdom. And we pray, “Your Kingdom come . . . on earth as it is in heaven.”



Pray with me:

Eternal Father, Ruler of all nations, we come to you in prayer, praising you, singing to you, believing that you alone are Lord.
We pray that you would bring all the nations to yourself through the proclamation of the gospel. The glory, wisdom, and wealth
of the nations come to nothing in your presence. You alone are Lord of all. Worthy is your name. You are worth it all. We bow
before you in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals as we learn together about our God and his
Kingdom in the world.

We also invite you to join us as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist Church, or
download your copy here:

2026 Bible Reading_Plan

About Duane p»

Archives P

f LinDOLS)

Manage your preferences | Opt Out using TrueRemove ™
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.

View this email online.

555 Tallowood Road | Houston, TX 77024 US

This email was sent to .
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

Subscribe to our email list.


https://tallowood.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-Bible-Reading-Plan-Digital.pdf
https://tallowood.org/duane-brooks/
https://tallowood.org/care-support/daily-devotionals
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=[ShareOn]
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=[ShareOn]
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=[ShareOn]
mailto:[ShareOn]
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/48020/18383.554610639/
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/48020/18383/?v=a

