Dculy Devetmnal

March 16, 2026

Beginning April 1, we will transition to a new email provider for our Daily Devotional. As a result of this
change, you will need to resubscribe to continue receiving these emails.

Thank you for helping us transition smoothly!

Resubscribe on the new platform here!

Isaiah 20:1-6

In the year that the supreme commander, sent by Sargon king of Assyria, came to Ashdod and attacked and captured it— 2 at
that time the Lord spoke through Isaiah son of Amoz. He said to him, “Take off the sackcloth from your body and the sandals
from your feet.” And he did so, going around stripped and barefoot.

3 Then the Lord said, “Just as my servant Isaiah has gone stripped and barefoot for three years, as a sign and portent against
Egypt and Cush, 4 so the king of Assyria will lead away stripped and barefoot the Egyptian captives and Cushite exiles, young
and old, with buttocks bared—to Egypt’s shame. 5 Those who trusted in Cush and boasted in Egypt will be dismayed and put to
shame. 6 In that day the people who live on this coast will say, ‘See what has happened to those we relied on, those we fled to

for help and deliverance from the king of Assyria! How then can we escape?”

New International Version (NIV)

If you are reading this, unlike Julius Caesar in 44 B.C., you survived the Ides of March. Plutarch first wrote that a seer warned
Julius Caesar about March 15. Shakespeare put the thought in dramatic form in his play Julius Caesar: “Beware the ides of
March.” Perhaps you read it aloud in tenth grade English as my class did.

How well do you act things out? Are you good at the game Charades? | was never an actor unless you count Hansel and Gretel
in the fifth grade. | like playing games where we act out words, but | would not say | excel at them. Our text reminds us that God
sometimes asked his servants to act out his message. Jeremiah did that putting himself in stocks (Jer 27-28) and buying land in
Anathoth and recording the deed as an act of hope before Jerusalem fell (Jer 32). Likewise, Ezekiel acted out God’s words,
lying on his side (Ezekiel 4). But did you remember this short chapter in Isaiah? God told him to disrobe and take off his shoes
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to show people what would happen to the people of Egypt and Cush when Assyria took them prisoner. One would want to be
sure they heard God clearly before they acted!

Isaiah apparently obeyed, but the Hebrew does not perfectly explain his state of undress. He could have gone without a shirt
and shoes as far as the Hebrew confirms. But his behavior raised questions which allowed him to teach the Israelites that just
as the people of Ashdod would trust in Egypt and Cush and be disappointed, so would Israel. There was not and there still is no
substitute for God.

American coins say, “In God we trust.” Is it true or are we just acting? Do we put our full trust in God, or are we hedging our
bets? Put another way, do we have a plan B in case we don’t get what we want from God? How then should we act? Beware
any day that we do not put our trust in God. Like March 15 for Julius Caesar, that day will not go well for us.

Pray with me:

Father forgive us for hedging our bets. We are too often too committed to our “fallback plans.” You are our only hope today and
every day. Help us to put our full trust in you because you are trustworthy. We will obey. Do what you say. Call us today, and we
will obey. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals as we learn together about our God and his

Kingdom in the world.

We also invite you to join us as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist Church, or
download your copy here:

2026 Bible Reading_Plan
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