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Romans 4:18-21

18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So

shall your offspring be.” 19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was

about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the

promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do

what he had promised.

New International Version (NIV)

What’s so special about faith? I mean, why is that the thing that God decided to make so crucial to our life and salvation?
Admittedly, it looks a little weird from the outside, and sometimes the naïve motto “just believe” rings hollow. So what was really
going on when Abraham put his faith in God, and why is that faith, of all things, so important?
 
When we examine Abraham’s faithful life, as Paul does in Romans, we actually find that it was his faith that energized his
pursuit of and relationship with God. Faith, in my view, consists of three aspects: knowledge, trust, and humility. First, Abraham
knew that God was a God who could provide and thus who could be trusted. Faith is never supposed to be completely blind!
Second, although there were many parts of the plan he didn’t know, he trusted that God would somehow take care of them.
And third—probably the most difficult step—in humility he laid aside his pride and relinquished all control and all glory to a God
who was mightier than he.
 
To be fair, it kind of makes sense why the world sees faith in God as so crazy, because this kind of humility and trust are really
unpopular. Faith rests entirely on God doing what otherwise seems impossible! And trusting this, when there is no hope by
human standards, is indeed crazy. But then again, if we know that God can do all things, don’t we have a genuine hope that he
will do the impossible, even if every other imaginable hope is lost?
 
But it doesn’t stop there; as we see in Abraham’s life, this kind of faith also takes action. True faith leads to faithfulness.
Because he knew God’s goodness and had reason to trust his promises, he continued in obedience to God. Because he truly
believed, he did not waver in his waiting, as if God might actually give out on him. Especially in times of uncertainty, faith
perseveres.
 
And most importantly, since Abraham truly knew God, trusted what he knew, and humbly accepted what he trusted, that kind of
faith glorified the Lord. With faith he chased after a relationship with God, and his very life reflected a worship that says only
God is mighty and good. What better way to give glory to our great God than to respond to him with a complete, active, living
faith! Abraham was a prime example of that—may we all grow stronger in a faith like Abraham’s!



Pray with me: 

Loving Father, thank you for giving us an exemplar of faith in our father Abraham. Help us to imitate him, and to face the

impossible with boldness because we fully know and trust you. Strengthen our faith. May our faith bring you glory more and

more each day. In Jesus’ lovely name, Amen.

Our Saturday and Sunday devotionals are in the book of Romans. Join us for these devotionals as we learn together about our God and his
Kingdom in the world.  

We also invite you to join us as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist Church, or
download your copy here:
 
2026 Bible Reading Plan
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