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Isaiah 14:28-32

28 This prophecy came in the year King Ahaz died:
29 Do not rejoice, all you Philistines,
that the rod that struck you is broken;
from the root of that snake will spring up a viper,
its fruit will be a darting, venomous serpent.
30 The poorest of the poor will find pasture,
and the needy will lie down in safety.
But your root | will destroy by famine;
it will slay your survivors.
31 Wail, you gate! Howl, you city!
Melt away, all you Philistines!
A cloud of smoke comes from the north,
and there is not a straggler in its ranks.
32 What answer shall be given
to the envoys of that nation?
“The Lord has established Zion,

and in her his afflicted people will find refuge.”

New International Version (NIV)

Leaders die. Where were you when John Kennedy was assassinated? | remember hearing the word that Reagan had been
shot as | walked across Baylor campus. Not long ago Jimmy Carter died. And Queen Elizabeth |l before him. With all the
medical care and protection we have to offer, we cannot keep anyone alive here forever.

In the first chapter of Isaiah’s prophecy, we learned that his ministry spanned the reigns of four different Kings of Israel. When
Uzziah died, the prophet went up to the temple and encountered God as the great King. In this brief prophecy against the



Philistines, Isaiah tells us that Ahaz also died. The nations around might have celebrated the death of this powerful King of
Judah. Isaiah advised against it.

It is likely that Ahaz and Tiglath Pileser of Assyria died in the same year 727 B.C. Philistia may have celebrated, thinking they
were free. Ahaz points to a new ruler who will emerge as a serpent to strike Philistia. The last, lost, and least live under God’s
protection, but the high and mighty suffer irreparable loss. Sargon descends from the north to attack Philistia. Hezekiah rises in
Judah. God’s people are protected in Zion.

| find myself praying for our leaders perhaps more than ever. The potential for an extended war captures our attention. We

trust that God is at work, in, through, and sometimes in spite of our plans. God is our only refuge. “In times like these “. . . the
old hymn said . . . “we need a Savior.” We dare not trust the sweetest frame of any human being, but wholly lean on the name
of Jesus.

In the mighty name of Jesus we pray the ancient Jesus prayer:
“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.” Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals as we learn together about our God and his

Kingdom in the world.

We also invite you to join us as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist Church, or

download your copy here:

2026 Bible Reading Plan
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