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Isaiah 13: 1-13

 

A prophecy against Babylon that Isaiah son of Amoz saw:

2 Raise a banner on a bare hilltop,

    shout to them;

beckon to them

    to enter the gates of the nobles.

3 I have commanded those I prepared for battle;

    I have summoned my warriors to carry out my wrath—

    those who rejoice in my triumph.

4 Listen, a noise on the mountains,

    like that of a great multitude!

Listen, an uproar among the kingdoms,

    like nations massing together!

The Lord Almighty is mustering

    an army for war.

5 They come from faraway lands,

    from the ends of the heavens—

the Lord and the weapons of his wrath—

    to destroy the whole country.

6 Wail, for the day of the Lord is near;

    it will come like destruction from the Almighty.

7 Because of this, all hands will go limp,

    every heart will melt with fear.

8 Terror will seize them,

    pain and anguish will grip them;

    they will writhe like a woman in labor.



They will look aghast at each other,

    their faces aflame.

9 See, the day of the Lord is coming

    —a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger—

to make the land desolate

    and destroy the sinners within it.

10 The stars of heaven and their constellations

    will not show their light.

The rising sun will be darkened

    and the moon will not give its light.

11 I will punish the world for its evil,

    the wicked for their sins.

I will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty

    and will humble the pride of the ruthless.

12 I will make people scarcer than pure gold,

    more rare than the gold of Ophir.

13 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble;

    and the earth will shake from its place

at the wrath of the Lord Almighty,

    in the day of his burning anger.

 

New International Version (NIV)

Our world is at war. Again. Do you remember when you first heard of war? Some of my first toys were plastic green army men.
When I was five years old, my father moved to Southeast Asia for a year.  The world was at war. How are we as Christians
supposed to think about war? My neighbor blamed it on Christians this morning. Pete, my cowboy church pastor friend said that
God takes no delight in the death of the wicked. He could not rejoice in the death of a person who did not know Christ.
              
Isaiah predicted a war against Babylon. Today the people of Iraq reside in that land. In ancient times, the Babylonians became
the conquerors of the Davidic dynasty and Judah. Isaiah 13-35 proclaims that God is the Master of the nations. Our Lord
judges sin and Babylon’s sin was pride. Arrogant, haughty, and ruthless, the Babylonians would vaunt themselves against God
and pay a terrible price. In these verses, we see God promise his wrath against sinners. 
              
Yesterday, at church, I spoke with a friend from Iran. He knows so much more about his country than I do. How does he feel
about the war? My friend pointed to scripture where Persian Emperor Cyrus rescued Israel from the Babylonians and sent them
home. Now Israel was intervening on behalf of the people of Iran to rescue them. He and others rejoice in the end of the ruler
of Iran. Others are not so sure. We pray for relief for the people who have protested to find freedom from oppression.
              
Years ago, at the beginning of Desert Storm, I was returning from a mission trip in El Paso. Shock and awe lit up the skies and
the headlines. One of my friends named Bill walked past me in his choir robe that Sunday morning. Tears in his eyes, he said,
“Boys will die over there, Pastor.” He was right. We should weep over the loss of lives. So we pray for wisdom for our leaders



and protection of lives. I remember when my dad came home from war. We were so glad he survived. Many did not. Dad left
the war in Southeast Asia, but the war stayed with dad. I pray for the soldiers and for the families who have lost loved ones. I
pray for all people to come to know Christ. Someday war will end. Forever. I long for that day. Come quickly, Lord Jesus.

Pray with me: 
Father, we long for peace in our world. Evil rulers rise and fall, rise and fall. Show us our part today.  Help us to put on the full
armor of the Lord. Help us to stand against evil. Bring peace, Prince of peace. Come quickly, we pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals as we learn together about our God and his
Kingdom in the world.  

We also invite you to join us as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist Church, or
download your copy here:
 
2026 Bible Reading Plan
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