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Isaiah 10:28-34; 11:1

 

28 They enter Aiath;

    they pass through Migron;

    they store supplies at Mikmash.

29 They go over the pass, and say,

    “We will camp overnight at Geba.” 

Ramah trembles;

    Gibeah of Saul flees.

30 Cry out, Daughter Gallim!

    Listen, Laishah!

    Poor Anathoth!

31 Madmenah is in flight;

    the people of Gebim take cover.

32 This day they will halt at Nob;

    they will shake their fist

at the mount of Daughter Zion,

    at the hill of Jerusalem.

33 See, the Lord, the Lord Almighty,

    will lop off the boughs with great power.

The lofty trees will be felled,

    the tall ones will be brought low.

34 He will cut down the forest thickets with an ax;

    Lebanon will fall before the Mighty One.

 

11:1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;

    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.



 

New International Version (NIV)

Frank Pollard told about a large lumber company that advertised for a new lumberjack. The next day a small thin man with axe
in hand, knocked on the foreman’s door. Reading the book by its cover, the foreman quickly dismissed the diminutive applicant.
But the tiny tree-chopper asked for the chance to prove his worth. The foreman pointed to a Giant Redwood and said, “O.K. 
Chop that tree down and we will talk.” Five minutes later the aspiring lumberjack returned. In disbelief, the foreman looked at
the fallen Redwood, hired the man and asked, “Where did you learn to chop down trees?” “In the Sahara Forest,” he replied.
“But the Sahara is a desert,” exclaimed the foreman. “It is now,” said the new employee.                                                        
              
As Isaiah described the approaching armies of Assyria, he pictured a day when the Lord would knock down the tallest trees.
The great trees of Lebanon would fall before the Mighty One. Nothing is too difficult for God.  “The bigger they are, the harder
they fall,” says the prophet. By contrast to the formidable foes, out of the soil would emerge a small shoot which would grow
into a fruitful branch.  Jesse’s family tree looked like a dead stump in Isaiah’s day. David’s descendants showed little promise to
reclaim past glory. But God saw what they could not. God was not finished with his people. 
              
Little is much when God is in it. Little Gideon led God’s people to a great victory. David was too small to wear Saul’s armor but
he defeated the Giant. A little boy gave Jesus his lunch of fish and loaves, and God multiplied them to feed thousands. Nothing
is too hard for God!
              
Singer Andrae Crouch spoke for those who face great challenges, “If I never had a problem, I’d never know that God could
solve them, or that my trials only come to make me strong.” God not only chops down great forests of difficulty, but he plants
something new. Acorns grow into Oak Trees. Who is this shoot from the stump of Jesse? Isaiah saw the Messiah who would
come from the line of David and restore the hope of God’s people. Out of little Bethlehem came the greatest King of all.
 

Pray with me: 
Father, in the shadows of our giant problems, we lift our eyes upward to you today. Fell the forests of frustration and failure
which occlude our vision. Lord, we believe. Help our unbelief. We are the fruit of the branch which grew from the stump of
Jesse. Do something new in our time, we pray. We ask it, believing in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals as we learn together about our God and his
Kingdom in the world.  

We also invite you to join us as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist Church, or
download your copy here:
 
2026 Bible Reading Plan

https://tallowood.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-Bible-Reading-Plan-Digital.pdf
https://tallowood.org/duane-brooks/
https://tallowood.org/care-support/daily-devotionals
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=[ShareOn]
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=[ShareOn]
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=[ShareOn]
mailto:[ShareOn]
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