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Isaiah 10:12-19

12 When the Lord has finished all his work against Mount Zion and Jerusalem, he will say, “I will punish the king of Assyria for
the willful pride of his heart and the haughty look in his eyes. 13 For he says:
“By the strength of my hand | have done this,
and by my wisdom, because | have understanding.
I removed the boundaries of nations,
| plundered their treasures;
like a mighty one | subdued their kings.
14 As one reaches into a nest,
so my hand reached for the wealth of the nations;
as people gather abandoned eggs,
so | gathered all the countries;
not one flapped a wing,
or opened its mouth to chirp.”
15 Does the ax raise itself above the person who swings it,
or the saw boast against the one who uses it?
As if a rod were to wield the person who lifts it up,
or a club brandish the one who is not wood!
16 Therefore, the Lord, the Lord Almighty,
will send a wasting disease upon his sturdy warriors;
under his pomp a fire will be kindled
like a blazing flame.
17 The Light of Israel will become a fire,
their Holy One a flame;
in a single day it will burn and consume

his thorns and his briers.



18 The splendor of his forests and fertile fields
it will completely destroy,
as when a sick person wastes away.
19 And the remaining trees of his forests will be so few

that a child could write them down.

New International Version (NIV)

In our topsy turvy world, we may believe that boasting is a virtue. All of history proves this wrong. “Pride goes before
destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall,” (Proverbs 16:18). Do we believe that? Think of Napoleon Bonaparte who ruled
most of Europe. Imagining he was invincible, he attacked Russia in 1812. His pride led to a fall. Likewise, Xerxes who thought
he could defeat the Greeks and lost at Salamis. Don’t forget Louis XIV whose pride led to a later revolution. In scripture, we see
it in Herod Agrippa | who believed the people who said he had the voice of a god. Shortly afterward, he met the real God (Acts
12:21-23).

The King of Assyria was on a win streak. He had defeated kingdoms, captured kings, and collected idols representing the gods
of the nations he had defeated. A legend in his own mind, he believed he could not be defeated. God had used his power and
allowed him to win battles. But when he took credit for those victories and mocked God, he sowed the seeds which would lead
to his demise. When he mocked God, he was literally playing with fire, because God is a consuming fire. He would lose
everything.

We may remember this when we hear a person exalt themselves. Where there is a pride, there will be a fall. How do we know?
We could ask the aforementioned rulers. Or we can believe God. Even if we don’t believe his word will come true. There is a
better way: if we humble ourselves before the Lord, he will lift us up.

Pray with me:

Father, forgive us for boasting in our wisdom, strength, and riches. Every good gift comes from your hand alone. We will not
take glory for the things you have done. Today, we will boast in you who exercise kindness, justice, and righteousness on the
earth. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals as we learn together about our God and his
Kingdom in the world.

We also invite you to join us as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist Church, or

download your copy here:
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