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February 12, 2026

Isaiah 8:19-22

19 When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a people inquire of their
God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? 20 Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of warning. If anyone does
not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn. 21 Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land; when
they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king and their God. 22 Then they will look

toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter darkness.

New International Version (NIV)

| only wrote two letters to the editor when | was in college. On both occasions, indignation welled up inside me. Whether it was
righteous indignation, only God can judge. One occasion was when a reporter wrote about going to a palm reader/fortune teller
in Waco who told them all about their future. At the end, the reporter encouraged the whole campus to go and get their palms
read and fortune told as well. | wrote in to urge people not to go to the fortune tellers. | acknowledged we are all curious about
the future but suggested a different strategy.

In Isaiah’s day, someone was telling the people of Judah to consult with mediums and spiritists. The prophet had a better idea:
Go to God. Why would we consult the dead to know about the living? God’s instruction and testimony of warning give us all the
information we need. If God’s people did not speak according to God’s word, they would wander in the darkness, distressed,
hungry, cursing king and God. | share Isaiah’s concern. How can anyone who has the Holy Spirit ask a medium to consult the
dead for information? Who is paying these people? Surely not Christians.

Calvin Miller once told me, “If you are making your living predicting the future, you better be good at it.” Several popular books
had recently come out, in which the writers boldly predicted the future. They were wrong. Isaiah’s words about consulting God
seem particularly relevant. In the news, many are telling us what the future will look like. I'm not sure they are right. As an
alternative, what if we prayed? Some say the world doesn’t have a prayer. But what if we prayed? Wouldn't the world have a
prayer if the people of God humbled ourselves, sought his face, and turned from wickedness. He promised to hear us, forgive
us, and heal our land. So ask. Definitely, ask God. Open his word and listen for his voice.

Pray with me:



Father, you tell us, “Call to me and | will answer you and show you great and unsearchable things which you do not know.” We
call upon you because we need more light and less heat. lllumine our darkness. Show us your face that we may follow in your
ways. Amen.

Our Monday through Friday devotionals are in the book of Isaiah. Join us for these devotionals as we learn together about our God and his

Kingdom in the world.

We also invite you to join us as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist Church, or

download your copy here:

2026 Bible Reading_Plan
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