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Romans
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Romans 1:26-32

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural
ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another.
Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error. 28 Furthermore, just
as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do
what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of
envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they
invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although
they know God'’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things
but also approve of those who practice them.

New International Version (NIV)

| don’t remember the first thought | ever had, but | assume it was something like “I want that, so | gotta have that.” It's the
universal, bare-bones attribute of every infant human being: our lives are dictated by the passions of the flesh. Back then it was
candy and attention. A few years later it was cookies, applauses, and whatever toy the other kid was playing with. Eventually
we’re drawn to substances that give will us a high or attractive people that will give us pleasure. Later it's power and money and
the ability to say “my life looks better than yours,” or perhaps it’s just not getting out of our recliner today—or perhaps it’s still
candy. Somewhere along the way, hypothetically, common sense and wisdom enter the picture; but the passions of the flesh
always remain and, for most people, continue to dominate. “I want that, so | gotta have that.”

It is a childhood characteristic of all of us that we follow these passions of the flesh, and most of the time we fail to grow out of
it. We’re supposed to be living for God’s glory, a greater and more enjoyable good than the flesh could ever give us. God
designed us to rationally recognize what is better and happier for us, and we’re supposed to chase those higher goods. But in
this sinful world, sinful human beings have depraved minds that fail to think rightly and get caught up with what their animalistic
bodies desire. Clearly, we can all point to certain detestable kinds of fleshly lust in other people. But let’s introspect: we all have
our own proclivities that God finds no less detestable.

What is the consequence of this kind of sin? Is it just that God arbitrarily decided to rule against it? Far from it—indeed, God
designed all things to produce glory when used rightly. Everything we have, including food and money and erotic love, is meant
to be enjoyed and to draw us to God’s blessings, so long as we use them as God made them to be used. When we abuse
them, we miss out on those blessings and fall into godless decay instead. A less happy life really is the direct and natural
consequence of disobeying God, even if you don’t account for the final judgment!



All of this is good to reflect on so as to recognize what sin is in our daily lives. Everything we do either serves to glorify God,
worshipfully enjoys his glorious blessings, or follows after the selfish, unregenerate desires of mortal flesh. Each of us has our
particular fleshly passions that we’re loath to recognize as sin. But we must do so, because as long as they persist, they are
pulling us away from God, and his glorious purposes are worth foregoing all those passions. Even should we give up every
worldly thing that we love, his glorious purposes are worth it all!

Pray with me:

Lord, we echo David’s prayer to you in Psalm 51: “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do
not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing
spirit, to sustain me.” Lord, do not give us up to depraved minds that obey our flesh, but preserve us with your Spirit to obey

you alone. In your Son’s holy name, Amen.

Our Saturday and Sunday devotionals are in the book of Romans. Join us for these devotionals as we learn together about our God and his
Kingdom in the world.

We also invite you to join us as we read through the Bible. Copies of the reading plan are available at Tallowood Baptist Church, or
download your copy here:

2026 Bible Reading_Plan
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