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To my country, Christian family, and friends, 
I was born and raised in a Christian household and attended Sunday school, 
but my relationship with Jesus Christ was not personal. I went through the 
religious motions of attending church, serving, and praying, but my faith did 
not impact my daily life. In 1994, when I was 19 years old, Rwanda experienced 
a devastating genocide, and I lost many family members, including my dad, 
grandparents, aunties, uncles, cousins, and friends. The pain and grief were 
overwhelming, leading me to question God’s presence during that time and 
harbor anger towards Him. 

In 1995, I encountered three women who genuinely loved the Lord and began 
sharing the gospel with me. However, given the pain I had experienced, I 
was initially resistant and told them I did not want to hear about a God who 
seemed absent during the genocide. I challenged them, asking them to pray 
for me so that if God truly existed, He would wipe away my tears and heal 
my grief. To my surprise, after their prayer, my tears stopped, and I felt a 
profound change in my heart. I realized that I had received God into my life. 

Since that moment, I have considered God as my loving Father, my best friend, 
my wise counselor, and my most treasured possession. In 1997, a year after 
accepting Christ, I got baptized and have remained steadfast in my faith ever 
since. 

This year, during Holy Week in April, I spent the week praying and fasting. 
During one lunch break at work at Second Baptist Church, I went to sit outside 
the sanctuary to pray. As I entered, I saw the Gethsemane decorations and 
felt a deep realization that I had not fully grasped the meaning and magnitude 
of Christ’s death. At that moment, I had a vision of myself as a child, and I 
heard a voice saying, “The moment I saw you, I agreed to endure the cross 
and all this pain so that you may have eternal life and not perish.” I felt a 
profound sadness realizing the price Christ had paid for my life and my 
shortcomings in fully living for His glory. It felt as though every time I fell 
short, I was putting Him back on the cross. This experience ignited a desire to 
renew my commitment to God, to rededicate my life to Christ, and to express 
my readiness and willingness to be used by Him. I turned to 1 Corinthians 
7:20, “Let each person remain in the condition in which he was called,” and 

other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” In prayer, I asked God to 

encountered Christ. Through these scriptures, I rediscovered the same love I 

In Jesus’ name, 
Honorine

To my family, Church family, and friends,

and a desire to share my journey of faith with you all. I am surrendering my 
life completely to Jesus’ teachings to love others as He has loved me and to 
share His message of hope and salvation with those around me.

my death to my old self and my resurrection to eternal life in Jesus Christ. The 

with His amazing love. (John 3:3-8~Psalm 23:5)

I want everyone to know that Jesus knows my name and I belong to Him. In 

never let Him go. I am bound for the Promised Land, my eternal home in His 
Kingdom. The gift of eternal life that Jesus offers us is a guarantee that we 
will never perish (John 10:28-30). Isn’t it incredible to know that we are safe in 
Jesus, protected by the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

Growing up, I was blessed to have had Christian parents who, despite being 
unable to read or write, instilled in me a faith and belief in the living Word 
and His promises. They encouraged all fourteen of their children to have faith 
and trust in His Word. We had weekly Bible readings, and my dad learned to 

conversations about Jesus’ returns convinced me and my heart was ignited. I 
look for Him daily and night, eagerly awaiting His return.

These past 92 years of my life with Christ have been a testament to His love and 
faithfulness. I have faced numerous challenges, both physical and spiritual. 
Sometimes I was rebellious, but Jesus never left my side. He remained faithful, 
encouraging, and gave me strength and hope (2 Thessalonians 3:3).

My husband, Samuel, served as a pastor in three different churches, and 

of Navy life, moving from one place to another every few years. While we 
attended church occasionally, we did not fully participate in church activities 
as our parents had taught us. However, when the Navy transferred us 
to Portland, Oregon, and we lived in Vancouver, Washington, our church 
attendance in Vancouver changed. Samuel joined New Hope Baptist and 
began reading his Bible daily, singing with a quartet, teaching, and serving 
as the superintendent of Sunday school. He was even ordained as a deacon 
and became the church’s treasurer. While Samuel enjoyed studying the Bible, 
I struggled with my own Bible reading, particularly with pronouncing the 
names in the Bible. But Samuel encouraged me to read the Gospel of John, 

Testimony of Martharein WilliamsTestimony of  Honorine Gatarayiha



and I began to enjoy reading the Gospel of John. John 1:1 He surprised me. He 
said we must return our newly purchased car to the dealership to pay tithes. 
I thought he had lost his mind, but his faith inspired me. 
The Navy then moved us to Seattle, Washington, where Samuel was stationed 
on the USS Mitchell transport ship for two years. On the ship, he organized 
a Bible study group but eventually decided to resign from the Navy because 
his passion was being a soldier in God’s Army. We moved with our two sons to 
Wichita, Kansas, to attend Friends University Bible College. However, Samuel 
lost his job at Boeing Aircraft in Wichita, and our plans for Friends University 
were put on hold.

It was during this time that we joined Open-Door Bible in Wichita. The founding 
pastor was struggling, and Samuel was asked to become the pastor. In 1957, 
he was ordained and became the pastor of Open-Door Bible. Even though 
there were only a handful of members, there was no salary. Samuel took odd 

worked in people’s homes to supplement our income.

But God took care of us. We learned about Heston, Kansas, from a Mennonite 
missionary named Ms. Schnieder, who taught vacation Bible school for 
children in Wichita during the summer months. She had Vacation Bible School 
in churches that welcomed her, and the ladies from Open-Door Bible assisted 
her during the summer. Through Ms. Schnieder, we discovered that the 
Mennonite church in Heston, a town with no African Americans, offered Samuel 
a job and on-campus housing while he attended Heston Junior College. After 
completing his studies at Heston Jr. College, Samuel was asked to pastor Tenth 
Street Mennonite Church in Wichita, Kansas. Samuel faced two challenges 
at the Mennonite Church: an unhappy wife and a church in the center of 
an African-American community operating under Caucasian leadership. I was 
more concerned with education and the Wichita school system. Samuel was 
deeply concerned about God’s church and spiritual matters. Like Eve, I led 
my husband away from God’s work into the wilderness because my desires 
were not spiritual. Samuel was angry with God for not changing my heart. 
He resigned his ministry with the Mennonite church and followed me and his 
children back to California. However, God continued to bless me, helped me 

Jesus Christ remained my constant source of strength and hope (John 10:28-
30). God restored me and Samuel to serving Him, and we began weekly Bible 
study groups in a nursing home and making hospital visits. Samuel was called 
to pastor the House of Prayer Church in Beaumont, Texas, in 1940.

For many years, I was in the wilderness, thinking that Jesus was going to 
abandon me because I felt I could not measure up. However, Jesus told me 
that my salvation was not based on what I had done or not done; my salvation 
is eternally sealed, and His grace will keep me because of my faith in Him. In 

2002, I had major surgery, remaining in the hospital and rehab for one month. 
I lost my ability to walk and use my hands. I had to learn how to walk and 
use my hands again, but Jesus answered my prayers, and after one month 
in rehab, I walked out of that rehab. I am a living miracle that was sent from 
heaven. It was truly an amazing love! I did not deserve healing, But Jesus had 
taken care of that on the Cross, Hallelujah! (Isaiah 53:50)

One of the greatest challenges we faced as a couple was when Samuel was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease while still doing the Lord’s work. We had 
Bible study at Acres Home in Houston, Texas, and the burden of caring for him 
became overwhelming. I decided to care for him at home. It was a struggle, and 
I decided to interview daycare facilities at one point. However, none of them 
seemed suitable for Samuel’s needs. I was disappointed and ready to give up, 
but Jesus showed up. The director of the third facility I visited suggested the 
Sheltering Arms Facility. Samuel loved participating in activities and giving 
orders to the Social Worker at Sheltering Arms. I also enjoyed attending the 
caretakers’ group meetings. With the help of an excellent daycare facility, 
a guide, and good friends for in-home care, I was able to care for Samuel in 
our home until the Lord took him home in 2012 on Father’s Day, our 62nd 
Wedding Anniversary, and our baby daughter Rachel’s birthday. God cares 
and provides for His own (Isaiah 43:2-3a).

has been faithful and has carried me through life’s trials and tribulations. Even 
in my unfaithfulness, He never abandoned me. He lifted me up and gave me 
the courage to carry on. His unwavering love and presence reassured me. It 
truly is AMAZING LOVE. My salvation is safe and secured in Jesus (John 10:28-
30).

I invite you to join me in this journey of faith, renew your commitment to 
Jesus Christ, and experience the transforming power of His love and grace 
in your lives. His love is stronger, and He will give it to anyone who desires it 
(John 3:16-21). We can experience His AMAZING LOVE and bridge it to others. 
Jesus commanded us to “love each other as I have loved you” (John 15:12-13), 
and John tells us that “everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God” (1 John 4:7). Let us live out John 15:12-13 and Micah 6:8 and love one 
another as God has loved us!!

In closing, I want to express my deepest gratitude to Jesus Christ for His 
unwavering love and faithfulness throughout my 92 years. I am truly blessed 
to have Him as my Savior and Guide. His love continues to shine upon us all 
as we walk in His light. May we live out the words of Micah 6:8 and love one 
another as God has loved us.

Love and Blessings in Jesus Name,
Martharein
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Jesus, protected by the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

Growing up, I was blessed to have had Christian parents who, despite being 
unable to read or write, instilled in me a faith and belief in the living Word 
and His promises. They encouraged all fourteen of their children to have faith 
and trust in His Word. We had weekly Bible readings, and my dad learned to 

conversations about Jesus’ returns convinced me and my heart was ignited. I 
look for Him daily and night, eagerly awaiting His return.

These past 92 years of my life with Christ have been a testament to His love and 
faithfulness. I have faced numerous challenges, both physical and spiritual. 
Sometimes I was rebellious, but Jesus never left my side. He remained faithful, 
encouraging, and gave me strength and hope (2 Thessalonians 3:3).

My husband, Samuel, served as a pastor in three different churches, and 

of Navy life, moving from one place to another every few years. While we 
attended church occasionally, we did not fully participate in church activities 
as our parents had taught us. However, when the Navy transferred us 
to Portland, Oregon, and we lived in Vancouver, Washington, our church 
attendance in Vancouver changed. Samuel joined New Hope Baptist and 
began reading his Bible daily, singing with a quartet, teaching, and serving 
as the superintendent of Sunday school. He was even ordained as a deacon 
and became the church’s treasurer. While Samuel enjoyed studying the Bible, 
I struggled with my own Bible reading, particularly with pronouncing the 
names in the Bible. But Samuel encouraged me to read the Gospel of John, 

Testimony of Martharein WilliamsTestimony of  Honorine Gatarayiha
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