Welcome

to worship with Tallowood
10:30 AM - September 17, 2023

Revelation 2:18-29
Letters to the Churches:
Hold On

In Revival, we afflict the comfortable
and comfort the afflicted. Which do you
need most? At Thyatira, the church was
Dr. Duane Brooks progressing in many ways. Nevertheless,
Senior Pastor their tolerance of bad teaching led to a
sternrebuke. What is our “nevertheless”?
How will we address it? We will know revival has come when all
we can do is hold on to Jesus. He is still enough! Welcome to
worship with Tallowood!

Today, September 17 | Worship Center

The Committee of Committees will meet at 4 PM. The Church
Conference and Budget Open Forum for the proposed 2023-
2024 budget will take place at 4:30 PM. There will be a vote

for approval of the proposed budget on Sunday, September
24 during worship. Visit tallowood.org/budget to view the
proposed budget.

New to Tallowood?
> Text guest to 832.981.4611

Welcome to Tallowood. We are excited you have joined us today.
We believe that spiritual growth and meaningful relationships
are important. We have Connect Groups for every age and
life stage that gather for fellowship and Bible Study. Connect
Groups meet weekly at 9 AM. Stop by the Welcome Center today
to find a group.




ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome Shawn Boyd

Baptism Honorine Gatarayiha, Kent Kamanzi, Braylon Walker,
Martharein Williams, John Wood

Prelude Tallowood Orchestra
My Great Redeemer’s Praise arr. Jeff Cranfil
Hymn 98 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

1st Grade Bible Presentation

Living Hope

Choral Praise Tallowood Choir and Orchestra
Immortal, Invisible God! Mary McDonald
Message Duane Brooks
Letters to the Churches: Hold On Revelation 2:18-29
Hymn of Response 437 Wherever He Leads, I'll Go
Offertory Prayer Allison Smith

Hymn of Heaven (see next page and back page)

Presentation of Decisions Duane Brooks
Benediction Duane Brooks
Postlude Paula Blackmon

The Solid Rock arr. Anna Laura Page



HIS FAITHFULNESS, GRACE, LOVE, MERCY

98 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

We have all received grace after grace from His fullness. John 1:16
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1. Come, Thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
2. Here 1 raise mine Eb-e - ne- zer; Hith-er by Thy help I'm come;
3.0 to grace how great a debt-or Dai - ly I'm con-strainedto be!
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And I hope, by Thy good plea-sure, Safe -1y to ar - rive at home:
Let  Thy grace, Lord, like a fet - ter, Bind my wan-d’ring heart to Thee:

Streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, Call for songs of loud-est praise.
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Teach me some me - lo-dious son - net, Sung by flam-ing tongues a - bove;
Je - sus sought me when a stran - ger, Wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love;
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Praise themount! I'm fixed up - on it, Mount of Thy re-deem-ing love.
He, to res-cue me from dan-ger, In - ter-posed His pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it; Seal it for Thy courts a - bove.
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WORDS: Robert Robinson
MUSIC: Traditional American melody; John Wyeth'’s Repository of Sacred Music; - NETTLETON
Last stanza setting and choral ending by Billy Payne 8.7.8.7.D.

Arr. © Copyright 2008 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay Worship).
All rights reserved.
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HIS FAITHFULNESS, GRACE, LOVE, MERCY

Optional last stanza setting Unison
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“If anyone wants to come with Me, he must deny hims

SURRENDER, REPENTANCE, COMMITMENT

Wherever He LeadsI'll Go 437

elf, take up his cross, and follow Me.” Matthew 16:24
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1. “Take up thy cross and fol - low Me,” I heard my Mas - ter say;
2. He drew me clos - er to His side, I sought His will to know,
3. It may be through the shad-ows dim, Or o’er the storm - y sea,
4. My heart, my life, my all I bring To Christ who loves me so;
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“I gave My life to
And in that will I
I take mycross and fol - low Him, Wher-ev - er He lead-eth me.
He is my Mas - ter, Lord, and King, Wher-ev - er He leads I'll go.

ran - som thee,
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Sur - ren-der your all to-day.”

now a - bide, Wher-ev - er He leads I'll go.
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g0, Wher - ev-er He leads I'll go;
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MUSIC: B. B. McKinney
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I'll fol-low my Christ who loves me so, Wher - ev-er He leads I'll go.
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WORDS: B. B. McKinney FALLS CREEK

Irregular meter

© Copyright 1936. Renewed 1964 Broadman Press (SESAC) (admin. by LifeWay Worship).
All rights reserved.



Hymn of Heaven

Phil Wickham, Bill Johnson, Brian Johnson & Chris Davenport
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1. How 1 long to breathe the air___  of
2. And ev - 'ty prayer, we prayed in des - per -
3. And on___ that day we jom the res - ur -
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heav - en, where pain  is one and mer - cy fills the
a - tion;__ the songs of aith we sang throughdoubt  and
rec - tion,__ and stand be - side the he - roes of __  the
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ear. in  the end, we'll see that it was
faith. With one voice, a thou-sand gen - er -
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save  me, and walk with Him for all e-ter - ni - ty.
worth it when He__ re - turns____ to wipe a-way our tears
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ev - er  He shall reign. (Chorus  1,2,3.) There will Ee a

(Chorus4) So, let it be to -
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day when all  will bow be - fore Him. ~ There will be a
day we shout the hymn of  heav - en. With an - gels and the

©2020 Brian and Jenn Publishing | Songs for TIM | Phil Wickham Music | Simply Global Songs |
Bethel Music Publishing | Used by permission CCLI license # 91472



Hymn of Heaven, p. 2
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day when death will be__ no_____ more. Stand-ing face to
saints we raise a might - ty_ roar Glo-ry to our
3rd time go to Chorus 4
| N | | 4th time go to Coda
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face with He who died and rose a - gain. .
God who gave us life be-yond the grave. Ho-1ly, ho-ly is the Lord.

A $ Coda

Ho - ly, ho-ly is the Lord. Ho - ly, ho-ly is the Lord.
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—HOUSTON PREMIERE—
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 | 6 PM | WORSHIP CENTER

Divine Mutabazi was baptized Sunday, September 10.

FINANCIAL REPORT:

Budget Oct 2022-Sept 2023 $8,668,410
Budget Receipts through 9/13/2023 $7,734,663
Budget Expenses through 9/13/2023 $7,781,719
Budget Excess/(Deficit) 9/13/2023 ($47,056)

tCI].].OWOOd TBC-GUEST wifi password: Welcome2TBC
baptist tallowood.church}Egre;%t:égg %’;r:;e?
FIND YOUR WAY. TOGETHER. Y 9

555 Tallowood Rd * Houston, TX 77024 . tall db o allowoodbantit
tallowood.org « 713.468.8241 allowoodbc p




Testimony of Martharein Williams

To my family, Church family, and friends,

I am writing to you today with a heart overflowing with gratitude, love, and
joy for my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. | am filled with a sense of devotion
and a desire to share my journey of faith with you all. | am surrendering my
life completely to Jesus’ teachings to love others as He has loved me and to
share His message of hope and salvation with those around me.

Reflecting on my life, | am reminded of the day | was baptized, symbolizing
my death to my old self and my resurrection to eternal life in Jesus Christ. The
love that Jesus has shown me is truly overwhelming, and my cup overflows
with His amazing love. (John 3:3-8~Psalm 23:5)

| want everyone to know that Jesus knows my name and | belong to Him. In
Him, | find security and peace (Isaiah 43:1-8). He will never let me go, and | will
never let Him go. | am bound for the Promised Land, my eternal home in His
Kingdom. The gift of eternal life that Jesus offers us is a guarantee that we
will never perish (John 10:28-30). Isn’t it incredible to know that we are safe in
Jesus, protected by the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

Growing up, | was blessed to have had Christian parents who, despite being
unable to read or write, instilled in me a faith and belief in the living Word
and His promises. They encouraged all fourteen of their children to have faith
and trust in His Word. We had weekly Bible readings, and my dad learned to
read the Bible before | was born. While | cannot recall specific scriptures, their
conversations about Jesus’ returns convinced me and my heart was ignited. |
look for Him daily and night, eagerly awaiting His return.

These past 92 years of my life with Christ have been a testament to His love and
faithfulness. | have faced numerous challenges, both physical and spiritual.
Sometimes | was rebellious, but Jesus never left my side. He remained faithful,
encouraging, and gave me strength and hope (2 Thessalonians 3:3).

My husband, Samuel, served as a pastor in three different churches, and
our journey together had its share of difficulties. We faced the uncertainties
of Navy life, moving from one place to another every few years. While we
attended church occasionally, we did not fully participate in church activities
as our parents had taught us. However, when the Navy transferred us
to Portland, Oregon, and we lived in Vancouver, Washington, our church
attendance in Vancouver changed. Samuel joined New Hope Baptist and
began reading his Bible daily, singing with a quartet, teaching, and serving
as the superintendent of Sunday school. He was even ordained as a deacon
and became the church’s treasurer. While Samuel enjoyed studying the Bible,
| struggled with my own Bible reading, particularly with pronouncing the
names in the Bible. But Samuel encouraged me to read the Gospel of John,



and | began to enjoy reading the Gospel of John. John 1:1 He surprised me. He
said we must return our newly purchased car to the dealership to pay tithes.
[ thought he had lost his mind, but his faith inspired me.

The Navy then moved us to Seattle, Washington, where Samuel was stationed
on the USS Mitchell transport ship for two years. On the ship, he organized
a Bible study group but eventually decided to resign from the Navy because
his passion was being a soldier in God’s Army. We moved with our two sons to
Wichita, Kansas, to attend Friends University Bible College. However, Samuel
lost his job at Boeing Aircraft in Wichita, and our plans for Friends University
were put on hold.

It was during this time that we joined Open-Door Bible in Wichita. The founding
pastor was struggling, and Samuel was asked to become the pastor. In 1957,
he was ordained and became the pastor of Open-Door Bible. Even though
there were only a handful of members, there was no salary. Samuel took odd
jobs to support us, earning only $1.65 per hour without any benefits. | also
worked in people’s homes to supplement our income.

But God took care of us. We learned about Heston, Kansas, from a Mennonite
missionary named Ms. Schnieder, who taught vacation Bible school for
children in Wichita during the summer months. She had Vacation Bible School
in churches that welcomed her, and the ladies from Open-Door Bible assisted
her during the summer. Through Ms. Schnieder, we discovered that the
Mennonite church in Heston, a town with no African Americans, offered Samuel
a job and on-campus housing while he attended Heston Junior College. After
completing his studies at Heston Jr. College, Samuel was asked to pastor Tenth
Street Mennonite Church in Wichita, Kansas. Samuel faced two challenges
at the Mennonite Church: an unhappy wife and a church in the center of
an African-American community operating under Caucasian leadership. | was
more concerned with education and the Wichita school system. Samuel was
deeply concerned about God’s church and spiritual matters. Like Eve, | led
my husband away from God’s work into the wilderness because my desires
were not spiritual. Samuel was angry with God for not changing my heart.
He resigned his ministry with the Mennonite church and followed me and his
children back to California. However, God continued to bless me, helped me
realize my selfishness, and restored me to a deeper relationship with Him.
Jesus Christ remained my constant source of strength and hope (John 10:28-
30). God restored me and Samuel to serving Him, and we began weekly Bible
study groups in a nursing home and making hospital visits. Samuel was called
to pastor the House of Prayer Church in Beaumont, Texas, in 1940.

For many years, | was in the wilderness, thinking that Jesus was going to
abandon me because | felt | could not measure up. However, Jesus told me
that my salvation was not based on what | had done or not done; my salvation
is eternally sealed, and His grace will keep me because of my faith in Him. In



2002, | had major surgery, remaining in the hospital and rehab for one month.
I lost my ability to walk and use my hands. | had to learn how to walk and
use my hands again, but Jesus answered my prayers, and after one month
in rehab, | walked out of that rehab. | am a living miracle that was sent from
heaven. It was truly an amazing love! | did not deserve healing, But Jesus had
taken care of that on the Cross, Hallelujah! (Isaiah 53:50)

One of the greatest challenges we faced as a couple was when Samuel was
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease while still doing the Lord’s work. We had
Bible study at Acres Home in Houston, Texas, and the burden of caring for him
became overwhelming. | decided to care for him at home. It was a struggle, and
| decided to interview daycare facilities at one point. However, none of them
seemed suitable for Samuel’s needs. | was disappointed and ready to give up,
but Jesus showed up. The director of the third facility | visited suggested the
Sheltering Arms Facility. Samuel loved participating in activities and giving
orders to the Social Worker at Sheltering Arms. | also enjoyed attending the
caretakers’ group meetings. With the help of an excellent daycare facility,
a guide, and good friends for in-home care, | was able to care for Samuel in
our home until the Lord took him home in 2012 on Father’s Day, our 62nd
Wedding Anniversary, and our baby daughter Rachel’'s birthday. God cares
and provides for His own (Isaiah 43:2-3a).

As | reflect upon my life, | am overwhelmed by the countless ways Jesus Christ
has been faithful and has carried me through life’s trials and tribulations. Even
in my unfaithfulness, He never abandoned me. He lifted me up and gave me
the courage to carry on. His unwavering love and presence reassured me. It
truly is AMAZING LOVE. My salvation is safe and secured in Jesus (John 10:28-
30).

| invite you to join me in this journey of faith, renew your commitment to
Jesus Christ, and experience the transforming power of His love and grace
in your lives. His love is stronger, and He will give it to anyone who desires it
(John 3:16-21). We can experience His AMAZING LOVE and bridge it to others.
Jesus commanded us to “love each other as | have loved you” (John 15:12-13),
and John tells us that “everyone who loves has been born of God and knows
God” (1 John 4:7). Let us live out John 15:12-13 and Micah 6:8 and love one
another as God has loved us!!

In closing, | want to express my deepest gratitude to Jesus Christ for His
unwavering love and faithfulness throughout my 92 years. | am truly blessed
to have Him as my Savior and Guide. His love continues to shine upon us all
as we walk in His light. May we live out the words of Micah 6:8 and love one
another as God has loved us.

Love and Blessings in Jesus Name,
Martharein



Testimony of Honorine Gatarayiha

To my country, Christian family, and friends,

| was born and raised in a Christian household and attended Sunday school,
but my relationship with Jesus Christ was not personal. | went through the
religious motions of attending church, serving, and praying, but my faith did
not impact my daily life. In 1994, when | was 19 years old, Rwanda experienced
a devastating genocide, and | lost many family members, including my dad,
grandparents, aunties, uncles, cousins, and friends. The pain and grief were
overwhelming, leading me to question God’s presence during that time and
harbor anger towards Him.

In 1995, | encountered three women who genuinely loved the Lord and began
sharing the gospel with me. However, given the pain | had experienced, |
was initially resistant and told them | did not want to hear about a God who
seemed absent during the genocide. | challenged them, asking them to pray
for me so that if God truly existed, He would wipe away my tears and heal
my grief. To my surprise, after their prayer, my tears stopped, and | felt a
profound change in my heart. | realized that | had received God into my life.

Since that moment, | have considered God as my loving Father, my best friend,
my wise counselor, and my most treasured possession. In 1997, a year after
accepting Christ, | got baptized and have remained steadfast in my faith ever
since.

This year, during Holy Week in April, | spent the week praying and fasting.
During one lunch break at work at Second Baptist Church, | went to sit outside
the sanctuary to pray. As | entered, | saw the Gethsemane decorations and
felt a deep realization that | had not fully grasped the meaning and magnitude
of Christ’'s death. At that moment, | had a vision of myself as a child, and |
heard a voice saying, “The moment | saw you, | agreed to endure the cross
and all this pain so that you may have eternal life and not perish.” | felt a
profound sadness realizing the price Christ had paid for my life and my
shortcomings in fully living for His glory. It felt as though every time | fell
short, | was putting Him back on the cross. This experience ignited a desire to
renew my commitment to God, to rededicate my life to Christ, and to express
my readiness and willingness to be used by Him. | turned to 1 Corinthians
7:20, “Let each person remain in the condition in which he was called,” and
Acts 2:4, “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” In prayer, | asked God to
help me return to my first love, to regain the passion and zeal | had when | first
encountered Christ. Through these scriptures, | rediscovered the same love |
had for Christ when | first embraced Him.

In Jesus’ name,

Honorine
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